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possessions might vary from extreme affluence to comparative
poverty, but which would include the ownership of land. At
the top of the scale would be men of the type of Thynnes of
Caurse Castle (Shropshire) and of Longleat (Wiltshire), whose
estates were apparently valued at about £40,000 and £35,000
respectively by the committee set up during the civil war for
compounding with delinquents,1 or the Buttons of Sherborne
Park (Gloucestershire), whose mansion reminded a traveller of
the Banqueting Hall, Whitehall, and whose grounds included
a spacious deer park and a race track.2 At the other end would
be men such as the Cornish gentry, few of whom owned estates
rated above £10 in the subsidy rolls of i64i.3 However, the
size of a rent roll made little difference to pride in gentility.
The country gentlemen stood firm upon the rights of their rank
and insisted upon the respect due to their position. One of the
finest types, Sir Bevil Grenvile, enforced their legal obligations
upon his tenantry. Thus, in 1641 he wrote, 'Make it known to
all my neighbours and tenants of the west side of our parish
that I shall take it ill if they grind not at my mill, and let the
tenants of Northlegh know that if they do it not, as they are
bound, I will put them in suit'.4 Yet he was a kindly landlord
and solicitous of the welfare of his tenants. He and most of his
class believed in a sort of paternal rule, under which tenants
were treated generously provided they were content to follow
their landlords9 behests. The care of the sick of the village was
a regular part of the daily routine of the squire's wife and some-
times even of her superior, the peeress. The finest type of a local
magnate's wife is illustrated by Lady Falkland, who used to
visit the sick and read to them, and to keep a regular stock of
antidotes against infection and of cordials and other kinds
of physic for such of her neighbours as needed them.5
On the whole, judged by overt signs, the tenants had not
found their dependence so irksome as to make them ready to
revolt—except in 1607. The Cornish tenants are said to have
had a very dutiful regard for their landlords cas enured in their
1 Calendar of the Committee for Compounding (1890), pp. 910-14.
* A Relation of a Short Survey of 26 Counties, ed. L. G. Wickham Legg (1904), pp.
115-16. Fynes Moryson (Itinerary [1908], iv. 168) states that every gentleman with
£500 or £1,000 a year from rent had a deer park, but that a prodigal age had com-
pelled many to convert their parks into grazing land.
3 Coate, Cornwall in tfie Great Civil War, p. 4.	* Ibid., p. 96.
5 John Duncon, The Holy Life of Lady Falkland (1648), p. 156.

